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ONLINE WATER ORDERING

MEET THE NEW DITCH TENDERS LEVI HEINRICH AND JORGE CAMARENA

MID’s Irrigation Field Services
Department is discussing a potential
online water ordering pilot program
and we’d like to hear your feedback.
Would online water ordering be
beneficial to your farming operation?
Would you like to participate in a
potential pilot program? If so, give us
a call at 209-526-7639.
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Jason Word, Irrigation Field Services Manager
I would like to introduce you to two MID employees who have been
promoted to the Ditch Tender position this year - Levi Heinrich and Jorge
Camarena. Night Tender Levi Heinrich has replaced Marty Ritzema who
served as the Area 7 Ditch Tender for the last 29 years and recently retired to
Wisconsin with his wife. Levi had the benefit of working with Marty through
cross training for a couple months last irrigation season, but this wasn’t the
only experience Levi had to prepare him for this position. Levi has been with
MID for five years as a Construction Maintenance Worker and as a Night
Tender. Along with this experience, Levi brings knowledge and skills he
acquired from working at his family’s farming operation - Heinrich Farming.
We’re fortunate to have Levi as our new Area 7 Ditch Tender.
Recently, Area 4 Ditch Tender Luis Navarro was promoted to MID’s
Substation Department as an Apprentice Electrical Worker. We’re thankful for
the six years of service he gave to the Irrigation Department and are excited
for his new promotion. Luis’ replacement is Jorge Camarena who has served
as a Night Tender for the last six years and has done cross training in other
Ditch Tender areas. Jorge has been with MID for 17 years and has experience
working as a Night Tender and in MID’s Fleet and Metering departments.
Jorge has done a great job and we’re confident that he will serve Area 4 well.
These recent promotions underscore the importance for cross training in our
seven different ditch tender areas. Throughout the current and future
irrigation seasons, you will see cross training in your area with the goal to
provide a more knowledgeable and serviceable staff. Cross training is also
beneficial in the event
of future vacancies - we
can have staff on hand
that can readily backfill
and train for these
positions during the
recruitment process.
If you see Levi or Jorge
in your area, please take
time to introduce
yourself and get to
know them!

VOLUNTARY AGREEMENTS WITH THE STATE IS THE PATH TO SUCCESS FOR ALL

John Davids, Assistant General Manager of Water Operations
The threat of the State Water Resources Control Board’s water grab has been looming over the Central Valley for
years. On July 6, 2018, the State re-released its Phase 1 Substitute Environmental Document (SED) and doubled
down on its proposal to mandate 40 percent of unimpaired flows be released on the Merced, Stanislaus and
Tuolumne rivers from February 1 to June 30 annually. During the August and November 2018 hearings and at the
urging of the Brown administration, the State Water Board delayed a vote on its proposal.
Consistent with the direction of then Governor Brown, Modesto Irrigation District (MID), Turlock Irrigation District
(TID) and the City and County of San Francisco (CCSF) continued to engage in good faith voluntary agreement
discussions with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW). After months of collaborative negotiations, we agreed to the terms and conditions of a voluntary
agreement for the Tuolumne River that would not only balance the needs of our customers and the environment,
but also included the offer of early implementation of flow and non-flow measures.
DWR, CDFW, MID, TID, CCSF and several water agencies from the Sacramento Valley urged the State Water
Board to consider the presented voluntary agreement for rivers throughout the State as part of a comprehensive
solution. While the State Water Board voted on Wednesday, December 12, 2018 to move forward with their Phase 1
Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan and SED mandating 40 percent unimpaired flow from the Tuolumne,
Stanislaus and Merced rivers, they included language in their approved resolution that directed their staff to
further evaluate the Tuolumne River voluntary agreement. While not the preferred option, the door was left open
for acceptance of the voluntary agreement on the Tuolumne River.
In January 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom took office and in his first State of the State address he expressed his
commitment to execute voluntary agreements that will provide real and quantifiable benefits.
“We need a portfolio approach to building water infrastructure and meeting long-term demand…Our first task
is to cross the finish line on real agreements to save the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. We must get this
done – for the resilience of our mighty rivers, the stability of our agriculture sector, and the millions who depend
on this water everyday.” – Governor Gavin Newsom (State of the State, February 12, 2019)
Collaboration on advancing the voluntary agreements continued and on March 1, 2019, DWR and CDFW submitted
a complete package of voluntary agreements to the State Water Board. The package – supported by MID, TID, CCSF
and more than 40 other water agencies, resource agencies and non-governmental environmental groups – was
offered as an alternative to the unimpaired flow paradigm adopted by the State Water Board.
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This historic step forward is a result of Governor Newsom’s
pledge to implement successful voluntary agreements.
Under the leadership of Cal-EPA Secretary Jared Blumenfeld
and Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade
Crowfoot, MID, TID, CCSF, Sacramento Valley water users and
non-governmental organizations finalized river-specific
project descriptions and a planning agreement.
The Tuolumne River project description included in the
package will ensure water security and reliability, includes
environmental improvements, that are projected to enhance
fish populations beyond what is projected in the State’s
current plan and provides for timely implementation
“We’ve done the science on the Tuolumne River; we’ve
negotiated in good faith and now we’ve memorialized
all of our work and progress to date. The Districts remain
committed to advancing this historic water agreement as
it is key to balancing the needs of our communities and our
environmental resources.” – Scott Furgerson, MID General
Manager
Secretary Blumenfeld and Secretary Crowfoot released a
memo in early July that described the voluntary agreements’
progress to date, outstanding deliverables and anticipated
timeline for work over the next several months. The
Voluntary Agreement Progress Report can be found at
www.mid.org/lastdrop.
Regardless of where you stand in politics, Governor Newsom
and his administration have shown unprecedented support
and leadership in advancing the voluntary agreements.
Hundreds of hours have been spent on extensive
collaboration to flesh out the details of the complex package
of voluntary agreements.
“Through years of fighting the State Water Boards’
demand for more of our water via the Bay-Delta Plan
and shifting to historical collaboration on the voluntary
agreements, we’ve never wavered from our commitment
to protecting our customers, our communities and our
environment.” – Paul Campbell, MID Board President
MID remains committed to advancing the voluntary
agreements and we continue to stay actively involved in
stakeholder meetings. We believe that the agreements’
integrated river flow and non-flow measures will provide
vitality and viability for our fisheries and water security and
reliability for our customers and communities for years to
come.
Learn more about the Voluntary Agreements and our Don
Pedro Relicensing process at mid.org/lastdrop.

BENEFITS OF THE TUOLUMNE
RIVER VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT
MANAGEABLE FLOWS
The Tuolumne River voluntary agreement flow
schedule is largely based on what was proposed by
MID and TID in the Tuolumne River Management
Plan with the addition of a spring floodplain pulse
flow that includes dry year relief.

HABITAT
The Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement
dedicates $38 million to fund additional habitat
improvement projects. The State Water Board’s SED
has no funding for habitat improvement projects.

PREDATION
We know that 90% of juvenile salmon are eaten by
non-native fish. CDFW will partner with the Districts
on annual suppression and removal programs. This
includes both positive capture and removal
programs and use of a predation barrier weir.
Predation isn’t addressed in the SED.

GOVERNANCE
We will develop the Tuolumne River Partnership
Advisory Committee to serve as a collaborative
partnership with agencies and nongovernmental organizations to identify habitat
improvement projects, spill management and other
activities. This is only an advisory committee; MID
and our river partners will retain final decisionmaking authority.

EARLY IMPLEMENTATION
MID and our Tuolumne River partners are
willing to make flows available and begin non-flow
measures immediately.

NEXUS TO RELICENSING
While the voluntary agreement will allow MID, TID
and the State Water Board to come to an agreeable
and transparent conclusion based on site-specific
science, it will also serve as key terms and
conditions in a new Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission license for the Don Pedro Project.
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2018 - 2019 WINTER WORK
Chad Tienken, Civil Engineering Manager

The 2018/2019 winter turned out to be the fifth wettest winter on record, but despite the soaked conditions, MID
staff successfully completed some significant construction activities. The following projects were completed by a
joint venture of Civil Engineering and Construction Maintenance staff over the course of the winter months - Little
Shoemake Pipeline Replacement (Phase 1); Long Crested Weir Construction (Lateral 3 and Lateral 4); Lateral W-3
Headworks Modernization; Rose Avenue Pumps Rehabilitation; Shotcrete Lateral Lining.

LITTLE SHOEMAKE PIPELINE REPLACEMENT - PHASE 1
The Little Shoemake Pipeline is an aging, MID-owned
pipeline located off of Lateral 7 and is approximately 9,000
feet long, serving close to 450 acres. Due to its length, this
pipeline will be replaced in sections over several
construction seasons with priority being determined by the
age and condition of the pipe within each section. The first
phase completed this winter included installation of a new
control box, an overpour box and approximately 800 feet of
36 inch PVC pipe.

LONG CRESTED WEIR CONSTRUCTION
Two new long crested weirs were built this winter on Lateral 3 (west of Gates Road) and on Lateral 4 (west of
Paradise Road). We replaced a flashboard structure on the Lateral 3 weir and replaced an automated overshot gate
on the Lateral 4 weir. Both of these new structures will improve efficiency, reliability and our level of service.

Lateral 4 Long Crested Weir
Before & After
Lateral 3 Long Crested Weir
Before & After

LATERAL W-3 HEADWORKS MODERNIZATION
Lateral W-3 Headworks is just west of the Modesto
Reservoir and originally included two manual canal gates
that controlled water flow. Water level variability within
the Waterford Lower Main upstream of the W-3
Headworks caused significant flow fluctuations down
W-3. It was determined that an automated gate that can
adjust to these varying water levels would eliminate flow
fluctuations and was appropriate for this site. This site
can now be controlled remotely through MID’s SCADA
system to ensure steady water levels.
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ROSE AVENUE PUMPS REHABILITATION
MID operates three pumps on Lateral 3 at Rose Avenue that pump water from the Cavil Drain into Lateral 3. These
pumps are extremely important to the operation of the drain, but were beginning to show their wear. There was
also a need for more flexibility and better controls for this site. The three existing pumps were able to be
rehabilitated rather than replaced and a new variable speed pump was installed to assist with fluctuating flows. All
of the SCADA equipment was replaced, the controls were updated and a new power supply was added to
ensure there is backup power for this vital site. All of these changes will provide for more control and reliability as
well as increased discharge stability into Lateral 3.

Rose Avenue Pumps Before

Rose Avenue Pumps After

SHOTCRETE LATERAL LINING
Irrigation Operations crews performed annual shotcrete lateral lining as maintenance on the existing surface water
delivery system. This year, much of our efforts were focused on Lower Lateral 4 between Pauline Avenue and
Dakota Avenue with additional work being done at various locations along Lateral 8.

GROUNDWATER REPLENISHMENT PLAN
Following another wet winter, the MID Board of
Directors voted to implement the Groundwater
Replenishment Plan for the 2019 irrigation season.
This is a voluntary plan that allows MID to deliver
surface water to eligible landowners outside of MID’s
irrigation boundaries, but within MID’s sphere of
influence for the purposes of groundwater
replenishment. This surface water is for agricultural
use only and participants must demonstrate that
water received is put to beneficial uses at all times.
Groundwater sustainability always has and will be a
main priority for MID. Innovative solutions like the
Groundwater Replenishment Plan will assist MID and
the Modesto Sub-basin as a whole in our efforts to
achieve continued sustainability.
Eligible landowners outside of MID’s irrigation
boundaries can receive available surface water at
$60 per acre foot. The Groundwater Replenishment
Plan application and full terms and conditions can
be found online at www.mid.org/water/irrigation.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT RECOGNIZED
WITH PRESIDENTS AWARD
The Modesto Regional Water Treatment Plant has been
awarded the 5 Year Presidents Award for Water Treatment
from the Partnership for Safe Water. The Partnership for
Safe Water is a voluntary effort between six drinking
water organizations and more than 300 water utilities in
North America. The goal of the Partnership is to
encourage utilities to improve performance beyond
current regulatory requirements. These preventative
measures are based around optimizing treatment plant
performance and distribution system operation.
The prestigious 5 Year Presidents Award for Water
Treatment has been presented to only 41 utilities
nationwide and is the only peer reviewed award of its
kind. Achieving this award demonstrates the
commitment of the Modesto Regional Water Treatment
Plant staff to consistently meet specific numeric water
quality standards while maintaining progress towards
achieving full, demonstrated optimization and ability to
produce and deliver superior quality water.
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STANISLAUS AND TUOLUMNE RIVERS GROUNDWATER BASIN ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Gordon Enas, Senior Civil Engineer
Two years ago, member agencies of the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers Groundwater Basin Association (STRGBA) MID, City of Modesto, City of Oakdale, Oakdale Irrigation District, City of Riverbank, City of Waterford and Stanislaus
County - formed a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the Modesto groundwater basin. The STRGBA GSA
has the authority and responsibility to manage the groundwater basin. Many groundwater basins in the San Joaquin
Valley have experienced heavy groundwater pumping - especially during the recent drought. Several of these basins
are now in a condition of critical overdraft. The Modesto basin isn’t considered to be critically overdrafted, but since
most of the cities within our basin rely solely on groundwater, we’re considered a high-priority basin. Due to that
designation, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires that we adopt and implement a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) by January 31, 2022.
Since the formation of our GSA, STRGBA has obtained a $1 million grant from the Department of Water Resources and
hired a consultant - Todd Groundwater, Inc. - to prepare a GSP for the basin. The GSP will help to identify areas within
the basin that need better groundwater monitoring and provide a path to preventing undesirable results over the
next 50 years. The STRGBA GSA has also put together a survey to learn more about your groundwater issues and/or
concerns as well as collect general water user information and opinions. Input from the survey will serve as a valuable
tool as we develop the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. Individual responses will remain anonymous and all
participation is welcomed and appreciated.

Visit www.strgba.org to take the Groundwater Stakeholder Survey
The STRGBA GSA meets on the second Wednesday of each month at MID’s downtown office - 1231 11th Street,
Modesto. The meetings usually begin at 1:30 p.m. and the public is always invited and encouraged to attend. Past
meeting minutes, agendas and other information can be found at www.strgba.org.

